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representatives were recalled from Sofia, and a week later (October 12T X.S.) Bulgaria invaded Serbia.
Rumania, like Bulgaria, was a source of grave anxiety to allied headquarters and foreign offices. In spite of the rapprochement between Rumania and the entente Powers that prevailed in the years preceding the war, the ties between that country and the Triple Alliance were not severed, and pro-German and pro-Austrian sentiment was strong in Bucharest. In 1914 Rumania was a partner of Austria-Hungary. Germany, and Italy in a defensive alliance directed against Russia. The alliance, whose origins went back to 1885, was renewed as recently as the spring of 1913. Rumanian national aspirations, moreover, included not only Austro-Hungarian territories but also Bessarabia, which had been annexed by Russia in 1812. In the fateful days of August, 1914, King Charles, a Hohenzollern and ruler of Rumania since 1881, favored the immediate declaration of war on the side of the central Powers but was overruled by the Rumanian government headed by Ion Bratiano. Bratiano, ignoring Rumania's obligations towards Germany and Austria-Hungary (as a year later he was to ignore her obligation to come to the assistance of Serbia when the latter was attacked by Bulgaria)., merely ordered measures ufor the protection of national frontiers/7 assumed a waiting attitude, and proceeded to negotiate with both belligerent groups. Sazonov, who acted as chief spokesman for the allies, offered to Bratiano, in return for Rumania's benevolent neutrality, the guarantee of her territorial integrity and the eventual annexation of Austro-Hungarian territories inhabited by Rumanians. The offer was accepted {subject to the curious reservation that it should not be disclosed at the time to any one in Bucharest, including the king and the British and French ambassadors) and was embodied in the secret Rosso-Rumanian agreement of October 37 1914, N.S. Although the death of King Charles (October 14, 1914, N.S.) and the accession of Ferdinand removed a powerful pro-German influence from Rumanian politics, the agreement of October 3 proved to be but the starting point of a laborious and protracted process of diplomatic bargaining.
The Russian position was inconsistent. Sazonov, after having guaranteed the territorial integrity of Rumania, repeatedly urged Bratkno to make "voluntary" concessions to Bulgaria in Dobrodja {which, it will be remembered, Rumania had wangled from Bulgaria in 1913); he believed that this would be a salutary example to Serbia arid